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deserved abuse, but that it had no power with whMi to justify itself. The contrast between ineffectual gentility and undignified efficiency was well typified by the criticisms which the Conservative Central Office received from the headquarters of the penny Press.
On May 7th came the first of the bye-elections through which medium the Press controversy was to be conducted. After a hectic Press campaign the Labour seat of West Fulham was regained by a bare majority. Lord Beaverbrook claimed the victory for the cause of Empire Trade.   The party believed that his presence had been a hindrance, and had driven many Liberals to Socialism through the fear of tariffs. The issue remained in dispute. At Nottingham, where Lord Beavefbook did not intervene the Conservatives certainly won a handsome victory for the cause of Safeguarding. These elections showed by implication that Mr. Baldwin would have rather won the Liberals over by persuasion than have  chanced  the  clarion  call to  the nobler cause.    His tactics were definitely to appease rather than to appeal, In the meanwhile he made a wise change at the Central Office.  He came to a decision with Mr. Neville Chamber!ain that the latter should become Chairman of the Party.   It required a sacrifice to take over that onerous and thankless task in those days, but certainly Mr. Chamberlain was the one Conservative for whom all sides entertained respect. Even Lord Beaverbrook was not slow to recognise the one person who  had performed a practical service with his de-Rating  Act  in  the   1924   Government.    Mr.   Baldwin frustrated further criticism by a single move.
It was on June 23rd that Mr. Chamberlain's appointment was announced. On June 24th Mr. Baldwin had to face a party meeting at the Caxton Hall. His attitude towards the controversy must be understood, if the difficulty of his position is to be realised. Although with Lord Beaverbrook he had no direct quarrel, to Lord Rothermere and his methods he was definitely opposed. The Conservative leader's last stand-by was his amour prop-re. He had created